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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 17: CRIMES

Chapter 127: TRESPASS

§3851. LANDS APPURTENANT TO STATE INSTITUTIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1965, c. 119, (AMD).  1967, c. 195, §5 (AMD).  1967, c. 235, (AMD). 
1967, c. 391, §3 (AMD).  1967, c. 544, §43 (RPR).  1969, c. 504, §25
(AMD).  1971, c. 170, (RPR).  1971, c. 544, §55 (AMD).  1975, c. 499, §22
(RP).

§3852. IMPROVED LANDS AND FISH PONDS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1967, c. 86, §2 (AMD).  1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).

§3853. COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).

§3853-A. PUBLIC BEACHES AND SHORES
The municipal officers in any municipality wherein a public beach, shore or bank exists may grant

a permit to persons to allow horses, cattle, sheep, swine, motor vehicles or motor driven cycles to enter
upon such beach, shore or bank at the times designated on such permit. Anyone willfully permitting cattle,
horses, sheep, swine, motor vehicles or motor driven cycles to enter upon such public beach, shore or bank
without such permit shall be guilty of trespass and shall be punished by a fine of not more than $20 or by
imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or by both. [1965, c. 355, (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
1965, c. 355, (NEW).

§3853-B. TRESPASS BY ANIMALS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1977, c. 671, §§18-A (NEW).  1987, c. 383, §6 (RP).

§3853-C. TRESPASS BY MOTOR VEHICLE; CIVIL VIOLATION

1. Violation.  A person may not park a motor vehicle or allow a motor vehicle under that person's
control to remain parked:
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A. In a private drive or private way in a manner that blocks or interferes with the free passage of other
vehicles without the permission of the owner of that private drive or way; or [2011, c. 561, §2
(NEW).]

B. On a public highway in a manner that blocks the entrance to a private driveway, gate or barway.
[2011, c. 561, §2 (NEW).]

[ 2011, c. 561, §2 (NEW) .]

2. Penalty.  A person who violates subsection 1 commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less
than $500 must be adjudged.

[ 2011, c. 561, §2 (NEW) .]

3. Registered owner's liability for vehicle.  There is a rebuttable presumption that a registered owner of
a vehicle involved in a violation of subsection 1 has that vehicle under that person's control.

[ 2011, c. 561, §2 (NEW) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 251, (NEW).  2011, c. 561, §2 (RPR).

§3853-D. OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE ON LAND OF ANOTHER

1. Damage or destruction to farmland or forest land.  A person who, as a result of operating a motor
vehicle on farmland or forest land in fact, damages or destroys crops, forest products, personal property or
roads on that farmland or forest land, commits a Class E crime.

[ 1995, c. 539, §1 (AMD) .]

2. Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Farmland" means land used for the production of fruits, vegetables, grains, hay or herbs that consists
of 5 or more contiguous acres. The term "farmland" does not include land used for the production of
wood products. [1989, c. 289, (NEW).]

A-1. "Forest land" means land used for the production of forest products. [1995, c. 539, §1
(NEW).]

A-2. "Forest products" means any woody stemmed plant as well as any products that have been
harvested but not yet transported from the harvesting site, including logs, pulpwood, veneer, bolt wood,
wood chips, stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass, fuel wood, Christmas trees, evergreen boughs and cones
for seed production. [1995, c. 539, §1 (NEW).]

B. "Motor vehicle" means any self-propelled vehicle not operated exclusively on tracks, including all-
terrain vehicles as defined in Title 12, section 13001, but not including snowmobiles. [2003, c.
414, Pt. B, §34 (AMD);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).]

[ 2003, c. 414, Pt. B, §34 (AMD);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF) .]

3. Application.  This section does not apply to:

A. A landowner operating a motor vehicle on farmland or forest land owned by that landowner;
[1995, c. 539, §1 (AMD).]

B. A person given permission by a landowner to operate a motor vehicle on farmland or forest land
owned by that landowner; [1995, c. 539, §1 (AMD).]
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C. An agent or employee of a landowner who operates a motor vehicle on farmland or forest land owned
by that landowner in the scope of that agent's or employee's agency or employment; or [1995, c.
539, §1 (AMD).]

D. A law enforcement officer who, in an emergency and in the scope of that law enforcement officer's
employment, operates a motor vehicle on farmland or forest land owned by another. [1995, c.
539, §1 (AMD).]

[ 1995, c. 539, §1 (AMD) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1989, c. 289, (NEW).  1995, c. 539, §1 (AMD).  2003, c. 414, §B34 (AMD). 
2003, c. 414, §D7 (AFF).  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).

§3854. ENTRY OF AND REFUSAL TO VACATE CERTAIN BUILDINGS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1971, c. 244, (RPR).  1973, c. 494, §§1,2 (AMD).  1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).

§3855. ENTERING OR PASSING OVER FORBIDDEN ENCLOSED OR
CULTIVATED LAND; ARREST OF OFFENDERS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1971, c. 32, (AMD).  1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).

§3856. TRESPASS ON TIMBER; REMOVAL OF PRODUCE; REMOVAL OF
GOODS FROM WHARF OR LANDING PLACE
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).

§3857. LIMITATIONS AND JURISDICTION
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).

§3858. TAMPERING WITH OR DESTROYING COLONIES OF WILD BEES
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1975, c. 499, §22 (RP).
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§3859. TRESPASS ON LAND DEVOTED TO WILDLIFE PRESERVATION
Whoever willfully and knowingly hunts upon unimproved land devoted to the preservation of wildlife

and owned by a corporation organized under Title 13, chapter 81, including that portion of any public way
which crosses or abuts said land, provided that all boundaries of said land are posted with signs at least every
50 feet indicating that said land is a wildlife preserve, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $50.
[1967, c. 202, (RPR).]

SECTION HISTORY
1965, c. 64, (NEW).  1967, c. 202, (RPR).

§3860. GREAT POND; ACCESS OR EGRESS
No person on foot shall be denied access or egress over unimproved land to a great pond except that this

provision shall not apply to access or egress over the land of a water company or a water district when the
water from the great pond is utilized as a source for public water. [1973, c. 530, §2 (NEW).]

The Attorney General shall, upon complaint of a person being denied said access or egress, if in his
judgment the public interest so requires, prosecute criminally or civilly any person who denies such right of
access or egress. [1973, c. 530, §2 (NEW).]

Any person may maintain an action in the Superior Court having jurisdiction where the alleged denial
of access or egress occurred or is likely to occur for declaratory and equitable relief and actual and punitive
damages against any person, partnership, corporation or other legal entity for any violations of this section.
[1973, c. 530, §2 (NEW).]

Whoever violates this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than $100 and by imprisonment for
not more than 90 days. [1973, c. 530, §2 (NEW).]

SECTION HISTORY
1973, c. 530, §2 (NEW).
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